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March 22 
Arlen, Michael MAN'S MORTALITY Doubleday 


An extensive advertising campaign and the wide publicity which Michael 
Arlen's books seem able to achieve, promise a fair sale for this new volume. In 
itself, however, it does not justiry much confidence. Whether it is trying to out- 
technocracy technocracy, or to go Aldous Huxley one better, it is hard to say. The 
setting is the future, a mechanized world controlled by an international board 
headed by a woman of Soviet Russia. One gets an impression of extensive and elab- 
orate stage properties, reams of dialogue, and a vagueness and confusion where the 
the plot should be. Women readers wont like it; men may, if their interests run in 
mechanical channels. For the reader who expects the Arlenesque touch, there is dis- 
appointment. $2.50 


April 12 
Ferber, Edna : THEY BROUGHT THEIR WOMEN Doubleday 


The best bet in the short story market that 1933 has produced. Miss 
Ferber has always excelled herself in this medium and this collection contains some 
of the best writing she has done. Each story has a completeness which leaves the 
impression of a compact novelette, rather than the ragged ineffectuality of the 
average short story. Sell to Edna Ferber fans, with an assurance that, although it 
is not representative of her recent vein of romanticized and dramatized Americana, 
it will not let them down, for it recalls the best of her early work, with the ad- 
vantage of a surer craftsmanship and more mature technique. Sell to any reader who 


likes short stories, told by a master story—-teller. $2.50 
April 17 
Bacheller, -Irving UNCLE PEEL Stokes 


Perhaps the time is ripe for a highly moral tale, pointing to the past 
decade as a period when the punishment fits the crime, and the time seems always 
ripe for finding the mote in one's neighbor's eye. To the reader of the old school 
who yearns for a moral lesson (and who has been saying "I told you so") this novel, 
so-callei, will be nectar and ambrosia. It belongs to a school of writing that 
went out with the war, an outmoded fashion, that died legitimately. The author 
himself, in a foreword, confesses that his motive in writing the book is two-fold- 
to come out as champion of Florida and the part the state played in the land—bubble; 
and to point a warning finger at the extravagances of the 1920's and their dire con- 
sequences in the 1930's. He does it through a tale about a big frog in a small 
puddle, who - due to the wisdom of staying in the small puddle - becomes something 


(35) 


















BROADCAST FROM 


The New Vork Office 404 East 55th Street, New York 





Issued March 1, 1933 





Number 5 
MUST BOOKS 
March 22 
Arlen, Michael MAN'S MORTALITY Doubleday 


An extensive advertising campaign and the wide publicity which Michael 
Arlen's books seem able to achieve, promise a fair sale for this new volume. In 
itself, however, it does not justiry much confidence. Whether it is trying to out- 
technocracy technocracy, or to go Aldous Huxley one better, it is hard to say. The 
setting is the future, a mechanized world controlled by an international board 
headed by a woman of Soviet Russia. One gets an impression of extensive and elab- 
orate stage properties, reams of dialogue, and a vagueness and confusion where the 
the plot should be. Women readers wont like it; men may, if their interests run in 
mechanical channels. For the reader who expects the Arlenesque touch, there is dis- 
appointment. $2.50 


April 12 
Ferber, Edna : THEY BROUGHT THEIR WOMEN Doubleday 


The best bet in the short story market that 1933 has produced. Miss 
Ferber has always excelled herself in this medium and this collection contains some 
of the best writing she has done. Each story has a completeness which leaves the 
impression of a compact novelette, rather than the ragged ineffectuality of the 
average short story. Sell to Edna Ferber fans, with an assurance that, although it 
is not representative of her recent vein of romanticized and dramatized Americana, 
it will not let them down, for it recalls the best of her early work, with the ad- 
vantage of a surer craftsmanship and more mature technique. Sell to any reader who 


likes short stories, told by a master story—-teller. $2.50 
April 17 
Bacheller, -Irving UNCLE PEEL Stokes 


Perhaps the time is ripe for a highly moral tale, pointing to the past 
decade as a period when the punishment fits the crime, and the time seems always 
ripe for finding the mote in one's neighbor's eye. To the reader of the old school 
who yearns for a moral lesson (and who has been saying "I told you so") this novel, 
so-callei, will be nectar and ambrosia. It belongs to a school of writing that 
went out with the war, an outmoded fashion, that died legitimately. The author 
himself, in a foreword, confesses that his motive in writing the book is two-fold- 
to come out as champion of Florida and the part the state played in the land—bubble; 
and to point a warning finger at the extravagances of the 1920's and their dire con- 
sequences in the 1930's. He does it through a tale about a big frog in a small 
puddle, who - due to the wisdom of staying in the small puddle - becomes something 


(35) 












of a wizard in the eyes of the financial world; and of his nephew whose wife was 
ruinei by prosperity and whose daughter came back, eventually, to the small-town 
sweetheart. The publishers are backing this book with extensive advertising, so 
there is sure to be a healthy sale, at the start. See 








May 10 





Cronin, A. J. GRAND CANARY Little, Brown 






The new novel by the author of HATTER'S CASTLE helds promise of greater 
popular success than the intervening book, THREE LOVES. Although it has not the 
conventional "happy ending" it does close on a less depressing note, and the story 
of the regeneration of a doctor, shot to pieces nervously by the tragic denouement 
of a scientific experiment, has a romantic appeal that the other books lacked. The 
scene opens at the hour of sailing of a small banana boat bound for the Canary 
Islands, the characters are the ill-assorted steamer passengers, and the challenge 
comes in meeting the catastrophe of yellow fever on landing at the islands. There 
is a suggestion of the BRUSHWOOD BOY theme in the love story; and - to make a more 
modern comparison ~- something of the psychological slant of FOUR FRIGHTENED PEOPLE, 
Dr. Cronin is not a one~book man. His public will be widened by this volume. $2,50 





























PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 





March 16 
Boo, Sigrid SERVANTS! ENTRANCE Simon & Schuster 


Don't miss this refreshing novel, which has had a spectacular success in 
© Norway (a sale of 54,000 copies) and has been sold for translation in twelve coun- 
tries. Rich in humor, guileless in the simplicity of the plot, intensely human, 
the story seems to have struck a fundamental chord. It is a relief from the average 
modern novel, with its freedom from problems, its normal tone, its gaiety. It's 
the story of a well-to-do girl, who takes up a casual bet in a fit of pique, and 
finds for herself a succession of jobs as a domestic servant. The incognito theme 
is always a favorite, and in this‘case gives a chance for shrewd comments on soci- 
ety. The background has just enough of the foreign atmosphere to add flavor, with- 


out being in the least degree stamped as a translation. $2.00 
March 28 
Widdemer, Margaret : THE YEARS OF LOVE Farrar & Rinehart 


More short stories, but woven together, in this instance, with a thin 
thread of motive. The stories are told by a sympathetically up-to-date grandmother 
to her would~be hard-boiled granddaughter, in an endeavor to prove to her that 
romance is not a matter of period. The final romance is the granddaughter's own, 
and is evidence that the theory is sound. A bit suggestive of lavender and old lace, 


and a safe bet for a gift for elderly relatives. , 3 $2.00 
April 5 | 
Eckstein, Gustav KETTLE Harper 
@ The author of NOGUCHI would do well to stick to non-fiction, if this book 
is a sample of his ability to tell an imaginary story. New Yorkers who have followed 


the Radio City Music Hall in its ups and downs will feel that perhaps the inspira- 
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tion for this novel lies there. In plot structure, this story of a musician caught 
in the web of commercialized art, on the theory that he is helping remold America's 
taste, is lamentably weak. In characterization, there seems to be the shell but 
not the substance of reality. One cares nothing of what happens to the various 
shadowy love affairs that cross his path, and the denouement in his return to his 
favorite instrument, the kettledrum, as an escape and a chance to compose his great 


symphony, is unconvincing, $2.50 
Appia 7 


Benson, Stella PULL DEVIL, PULL BAKER Harper 


Supposedly based on interviews with the Count de Toulouse Lautrec de 

Savine, these episodes alternate between the old soldier of fortune's incredible 
yarns in-an almost unreadable jargon of French, English, German, Russian (the "Pull 
Devil" side of the picture); and Miss Benson's retelling of some of his experiences, 
with her own rather gay and revealing comments ("Pull Baker"), A literary curiosity, 
little more. Of what value to the average reader is this heterogeneous collection 
of scrappy episodes from the life of an old reprobate, dying of old age in a Chinese 
hospital. When an author has the gift of which Stella Benson showed evidence in 


THE FARAWAY BRIDE, she should use it to more general advantage. $2.50 
April 7 
Steen, Marguerite STALLION Little, Brown 


Here is a new theme ~ the annual trip through the countryside of a section 
of rural England, of a middle~agei stableman and a great white stallion, to be let 
at stud to farms on the circuit. The man uses his time in much the same way as the 
horse, but on this one trip he meets a gypsy waif who can be neither conquered nor 
deserted. Such is the major theme. Behind it and through it are woven the minor 
themes of the other characters, the amazingly gripping story of the wife who lives 
for and through her man; the cross-currents of the lives of the daughters, each 
sharply drawn; the interrupting motive of the oddly assorted neighbors. Many readers 
will dislike the story, for its very crudities; but it is unforgettable, and so 
fundamental in its emotional values, so vivid in the telling, that it is certain to 
Challenge critical comment. The publishers suggest a Faulkner public. This is mis- 
leading, as there is little of morbidity or perversion in either the theme or its 
handling. $2.50 


April 12 
Curtiss, Mina THE MIDST OF LIFE Houghton, Mifflin 


Several years ago AN AMERICAN IDYLL, by Cornelia Stratton Parker, made a 
place for itself, by word of mouth, among people who wanted a story of a happy 
marriage, in normal setting. More recently, Helen Thomas' AS IT WAS, had somewhat 
the same sales history, for, in many instances, different reasons. Now comes this 
book, different in tempo, but with an inherent possibility for a similar reception. 
In the form of a series of letters written by a wife to her dead husband, to help 
orientate herself in a world without him, the reader gets a picture not only of a 
radiantly happy marriage, but of the two people concerned, and of a peaceful setting, 
with the round of seasonal activities, in the garden and in the home. Through the 
letters, a philosophy takes root and grows, and the wife seems able to give herself 
a semblance of the permanence of her love and of a kinship between the living and 
the dead. It is an inspirational type of book, which should be of tangible value 
to people in sorrow. $2.00 
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April 19 
Young, Francis Brett THE CAGE BIRD Harper 


A collection of rather uneven short stories, some very good, som2 very bad. 

The settings take the reader from England to America to South Africa to Cairo to the 
China Sea ~ and the stories are as diverse in content and quality as in background. 

$2.50 


April 25 
Petersen, Nils THE STREET OF THE SANDALMAKERS Macmillan 


The success of the picture, THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, should pave the way for 
this story in the tradition of QUO VADIS. The setting is the time of Marcus Aurelius, 
and the young Danish author has succeeded in giving the period an authenticity and 
vitality that is amazing. The book is, perhaps, overlong, but the canvas is tremen- 
dous and the modern spirit in the telling keeps the tempoat high pitch most of the 
time. The persecution of the Christians is the note on which the story ends. The 
character of the illegitimate son of the hero, suggests Kim, again and again, and 
there is something of the flavor of that story in this one, in spite of the contrast 
in period and setting. For those who like fiction with an historical — 

3 2.50 


May 2 
Williams, Ben Ames PASCALS MILL Dutton, 


A Vermont story with something of the granite quality of that background 
in its strange theme. It is a story of two brothers, - one a hermit who has sac- 
rificed himself for the daughter of the woman he had loved, a victim of intense 
passions, under iron control; the other, a neer-do-well, who represents to the girl, 
the fascination of the unknown world, and whom you get only through the eyes of the 
other characters, The unravelling of the plot, somewhat morbid and off the usual 
track of Ben Ames Williams' stories, takes place through the intervention of a young 
lawyer, who has come to take the girl back to her birthright, away from the lonely 
mill, on the fringe of civilization. There is a love story in its intimation. An 
- unimportant book, but should be easy to rent and fairly easy to sell. $2.00 


Carroll, Gladys Hasty AS THE EARTH TURNS | Macmillan 


The publishers are planning a campaign for this book, similar to that used 
for INHSRITANCE, and feel that it has the same sort of possibilities. For readers 
who like novels of the soil, who prefer the American scene, and who are content with 
a leisurely plot, with little incident, other than that supplied by the changing 
seasons, this book has the essential ingredients. The theme is the relentless round 
of life and death in the space of a year. There is a saga quality in the rhythm of 
the seasonal spans, and the land is the dominant character, rather than the three 
generations that live on it. The author, whose first adult book this is, knows Maine 
at first hand, and the roots of this story are as essentially rural Maine as those 
of Sheila Kaye Smith's books are Sussex. The story itself lacks the virility of 
THE LAST ADAM, the poignancy of SOUTH MOON UNDER, to name two recent American back- 
ground stories. But it may appeal to a wide public through its very unpretentious» 


ness, and the probability of a Book of the Month adoption will give it wide ert ei 
2. 
























May 3 


~ 


Owen, Janet Curren FAMILY REUNION Harper 


One of the most promising first novels of the season, this book suggests 
ANOTHER LANGUAGE, which has played to full houses in New York for many months, and 
seems to have the same basic appeal. Almost every reader will find some parallel 
in family parties in his or her owm memory. The theme is the gathering of the clan 
for Christmas dinner in Jersey City, and one gets flashes of the various homes, in- 
Sight into the clashing of conflicting characters, forecasting of what will come 
when they meet at the mother's home. Original in development, devastating in its 
commentary on life, iramatic in its development, and with an everpresent saving 
grace of humor, the story builds up to a unique climax, wholly unexpected. Might 


have the same sort of sales history that TH2 SIX MRS. GREENES had four years - . 
' 2.0 


May 10 
Meagher, Maude THE GREEN SCAMANDER Houghton, Mifflin 


A story of the Amazons, that almost mythical race of warlike women. The 
author has succeeded in unearthing an amazing amount of apparently authentic mater- 
ial, and has done an able bit of expository writing, but the utter lack of the 
necessary light touch, so essential in handling such material, makes one feel that 
she is using the theme as a vehicle for preaching the doctrine of feminism. That 
doctrine seems to be in a decline at the moment, and this story wont serve as a 
pulmotor. One feels a somewhat uncomfortable and defiant undercurrent of perversion, 
which does not help the picture. $2.50 


May 15 
Spencer, R. E. THE INCOMPETENTS Knopf 


A second novel by the author of THE LADY WHO CAME TO STAY. It should be 
called THE GENTLEMAN WHO CAME TO STAY, for it is a story of a father who settles on 
his newly married daughter and her husband, and almost succeeds in wrecking their 
marriage. It is a story of defeat, is difficult reading, and is too slight in plot 
to carry through its three hundred pages of involved style and nebulous background. 





$2.50 
List of important April books on which galleys were not 
available. Reports in March 15th Broadcast. 
Vicki Baum HELENE Doubleday 
Thorne Smith RAIN IN THE DOORWAY Doubleday 
Grand Duke Alexander ALWAYS A GRAND DUKE Farrar 
Struthers Burt ENTERTAINING THE ISLANDERS Scribner 
Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt IT'S UP'TO THE WOMEN Stokes 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~ Non-Fiction 
April 6 

"Colette" THE PURE AND THE IMPURE Farrar & Rinehart 


Quite rightly called a "case book of love" - homosexual, for the most 
part. The sale will be largely to those personally or scientifically interested 
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in the subject. To some slight degree, an autobiography, though episodic in cha- 
racter, a series of sketches, episodes in Collette's own experience, and of brief 
but vivid characterizations. Not necessarily of interest to those who like CHERI 
and MITSU. $2.50 


@ April 7 


West, Rebecca ST, AUGUSTINE Appleton 































An interesting addition to the Appleton Biographies is this scholarly and 
admirable study of the life of St. Augustine. Miss West makes him out a very human 
sort of person, not altogether likeable, somewhat of an opportunist, very definitely 
a product of his times. The background and the conflicts of thought which cha- 
racterized the period are made so vital as to seem almost contemporaneous. Psycho- 
analists would revel in the opportunity opened for psychological explanation of his 
conversion. Good library material for public libraries and schools, but unlikely 
to have a wide general sale. $2.00 


Waln, Norah THE HOUSE OF EXILE Little, Brown 


A less familiar picture of China and a gold mine of information about the 
China of the landed aristocracy. It is told from the inside, by a Philadelphia. 
who became virtually a member of the family of Lin, who shared the duties and priv- 
ileges and responsibilities of the other daughters of the house, and who eventually 
married an Englishman in the diplomatic service. A gold mine of information about 
the intricate forms and ceremonies according to which every act and almost every 
thought is governed. Should have the same sort of sale as A DAUGHTER OF THE SAMURAI, 
particularly as it comes at a time when sympathy with China is uppermost. The last 
quarter of the book gives a dramatic picture of the life in China during the rise 
®@ of the Nationalists, and helps clarify the sense of confusion most Occidentals have 
in regard to that situation. $3.00 


Wortham, H. EB, CHINESE GORDON Little, Brown 


Another book which throws some light on China of a generation ago, but 
which should not be sold on the basis of the Chinese background but rather on its 
appeal as a biography of action. Assuredly the dramatic career of Charles George 
Gordon afforded plenty of action -— the scene shifting from the Crimea, to China, 
to the Sudan, to South Africa, to India, and finally to his death in Khartum. There 
is other biographical material on Gordon, but this is of particular interest in the 
use of new source material, the 1600 odd letters, in diary form, written by Gordon 
to his sister. Not likely to get a large sale, but should have a library appeal, 
and a steady long pull. $3.50 


Special Note: The Christopher Morley fans among your customers will want MANDARIN 
IN MANHATTAN, a volume of poems, many of which appeared in The Saturday Review of 
Literature, a companion volume to TRANSLATIONS FROM THE CHINESE. Not for a wide 
market, however, Publishing date - late March. $1.50 





The Spring Output of Juvenile Books 





Most of the publishers are holding their juveniles for Fall publication, 

_ hoping for an up turn in the juvenile market by that time. There are, however, a 

few coming through in late March and April and May, which deserve attention here, 
Nothing available as yet on what is probably the best bet, Padraic Columis 
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THE WHITE SPARROW (Macmillan), so report on that will be made in the next issue, 


March 8 


lLevinger, Elma Ehrlich BENJAMIN'S BOOK Doubleday 


A book in the tradition of THE BASTABLE CHILDREN, ideal for the fun- 
loving nine-ten--and-elevan-year-olds. The story is told as Benjamin might have 
told it, by Benjamin's mother, and the adventures are just such as might happen to 
everyday children (in fact most of them did happen to Benjamin and his sister and 
little brother) - - picnics, circuses, and a healthy mixture of mischief. Humor is 


hard to find, and the age group for which this is meant needs just this type of 
book, $2.00 


March 28 


Hilles, Helen Train COWBOY HOLIDAY Macmillan 


Parents planning a dude ranch summer will find this book just what the 
children will want to read. It's too bad it isn't a better book. Not up to A MILE 
OF FREEDOM, its predecessor. The same family reappears in this story of a ranch 
vacation, and there is plenty of adventure and a background that rings true. For 
boys and girls, from ten to fourteen. $2.00 


April 1 
Dwight, Allan SPANIARDS' MARK Macmillan 


A good girl's story, with a mystery element, is much in demand and hard 
to find, and this fills the bill better than most. A modern girl, an. eventful 
summer on the Georgia coast, a modern treasure hunt and the search for a "lost 


mission", with a blending of romance that should appeal to the adolescent girl. 
$1.75 


April 4 
Lent, Henry B. FULL STEAM AHEAD - Macmillan 


The author of the successful DIGGERS AND BUILDERS and CLEAR TRACK AHEAD 
has taken an ocean liner as his subject in this new book, An ideal steamer gift 
for the eight, nine and ten year old boy. (Or for that matter, girl). In precise 
text and interestingly modern picture, he tells of the inner workings of a modern 


liner. Saleable to any youngster interested in boats as well as to young travelers. 
3 $2.00 


April 25 
Bianco, Pamela THE STARLIT JOURNEY Macmillan 


Question - does this type of fairy tale sell? It suggests Elizabeth 
Coatsworth's KNOCK AT THE DOOR, but is less substantial than that. Pamela Bianco 
has a following, for her pictures, and she has illustrated this first book of her 
own creation with her own drawings. But the appeal of both pictures and text seems 
unchildlike. $1.25 




















Hess, Fjeril THE MOUNTED FALCON Macmillan 


The best of the Spring's output of fiction for girls, this story, ina 
certain sense a sequel to the popular BUCKAROO, takes Lynn Garrow to Prague, in 
Czechoslovakia, as a member of an American Reconstruction Unit, following the war. 
There is plenty of incident, an unusual setting, love interest, and factual material 
about the operations of such a unit, which has its basis in Miss Hess' own exper- 
ience, $2.50 


May 2 
Peck, Anne Merriman ROUNDABOUT AMERICA Harper 


Probably the safest buy of the Spring juveniles, next to the Column book, 
First, because Anne Peck has established a sound reputation for travel books with 
her STORYBOOK EUROPE and ROUNDABOUT EUROPE. Second, because there is no competition 
in a general travel book about our own country for younger readers (and this should 
have an adult sale as well). MThird, because the Chicago Fair will probably result 
in more American travel this year, and this is an ideal preparation. The first vol- 
ume covers vagabonding through the Old South, the romantic Southwest, California, 
and home through the Panama Canal. The second volume takes New England, New York, 
the Great Lakes, the Middle West, Chicago, and the Northwest. Up to publication 
date, orders will be filled for a one-volume edition, corresponding to the Junior 
Guild edition, at $3.50. After publication date, available only in two volumes, 
boxed at $3.75; separately at $2.00 each. About sixty illustrations by the author 
in each volume. 


May 10 
Meigs, Cornelia INVINCIBLE LOUISA Little, Brown 


A new life of Louisa May Alcott, written by one of the best-loved authors 
of fiction for boys and girls. LITTLE WOMEN has so long been a best seller, that 
today's girls and boys may not know that it is virtually autobiographical, and that 
Joe was Louisa Alcott. Tie this up with the new biography, which makes Joe live 
again in the courageous, gallant girlhood of this favorite of American story 
tellers. } $2.00 


MYSTERIES and WESTERNS 





March 20 ) 
Ross, Barnaby THE TRAGEDY OF 2 Viking 
April 7 
Connington, J. J. GOLD BRICK ISLAND Little, Brown 
April 17 
Sayers, Dorothy MURDER MUST ADVERTISE Harcourt 
(Note: Not up to her best, but her name will sell) | 
Queen, Ellery THE AMERICAN GUN MYSTERY Stokes 
tt HE HE AP PP 
April 12 
Lockhart, Caroline OLD WEST - AND NEW Doubleday 
May 8 , 
Le May, Alan CATTLE KINGDOM . Farrar 


(Price - $2.00 each) 
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